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society to punish, us unless it can prove we have
hurt or injured someone else against his will?
Besides, if you limit passion you impoverish
life, you weaken the mainspring of art, and nar-
row the realm of beauty."

"All societies," I replied, "and most indi-
viduals, too, punish what they dislike, right or
wrong. There are bad smells which do not
injure anyone; yet the manufacturers of them
would be indicted for committing a nuisance.
Nor does your plea that by limiting the choice
of passion you impoverish life, appeal to me.
On the contrary, I think I could prove that
passion, the desire of the man for the woman
and the woman for the man, has been enor-
mously strengthened in modern times. Chris-
tianity has created, or at least cultivated, mod-
esty, and modesty has sharpened desire. Chris-
tianity has helped to lift woman to an equality
with man, and this modern intellectual devel-
opment has again intensified passion out of all
knowledge. The woman who is not a slave
but an equal, who gives herself according to
her own feeling, is infinitely more desirable to
a man than any submissive serf who is always
waiting on his will. And this movement in-
tensifying passion is every day gaining force.

"We have a far higher love in us than the
Greeks, infinitely higher and more intense than